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In Court

Engineers’ clothes set alight by fireball
19 July 2011

Two engineers were set on fire by an electrical
explosion as they tried to seal off a faulty fuse
box at a factory in Cumbria.

Carlisle Crown Court heard that, on 12
September 2006, a small electrical fire in a
fuse box at global package firm Innovia Films
Ltd’s factory in Wigton. Workers put out the
flames with a fire extinguisher and then re-
routed the power supply so that the cooling
equipment, which is used to maintain product

quality, could continue to operate.

The following day, engineer Gordon Metcalf, 62, and an apprentice, who does not wish to be
named, were asked to plate over the fuse box to prevent it from being accessed until it had
been properly inspected. They were removing debris from the box when a fireball shot out of
the circuit board, setting their clothes on fire. They ran into an adjacent room where
colleagues used a fire hose to put out the flames.

Mr Metcalf suffered burns to 47 per cent of his body in the explosion. He was in a coma for
four weeks and remained in hospital for five months. He is still undergoing treatment for his
burns and will never be able to return to work. The apprentice suffered 42-per-cent burns to
his hands, arms, and torso, and spent nine weeks in hospital.

The HSE's investigation found that the firm failed to carry out a suitable risk assessment and
failed to isolate the power supply to the fuse box before the men started work.

HSE Principal Inspector Mark Dawson told SHP that the factory should have been shut
down to identify and rectify the fault. He said: “Two workers have suffered devastating
injuries that will impact on them for the rest of their lives. Mr Metcalf has faced a long painful
recovery and still requires treatment.

“It was an astonishing decision to allow work to go ahead without the live electricity supply
being switched off, and even went against the company’s own work procedures.

“If the factory had been shut down for just a day and a half then neither of the workers would
have suffered severe burns.”

Innovia Films appeared in court on 18 July and pleaded guilty to breaching s2(1) of the
HSWA 1974 and was fined £90,000. It was also ordered to pay £26,790 towards costs.

In mitigation, the firm said it had taken immediate action, in the wake of the incident, to
review its risk assessment and operating procedures. It now ensures that all engineering
work is properly planned before a permit-to-work is issued. It had no previous convictions
and told the court that it had a good safety record.

A spokesperson for the company said: “We are, of course, extremely sorry for the suffering
caused to our two injured colleagues, and are pleased that we were able to deal with this
matter in a way that saved them from having to give evidence and relive the events of nearly
five years ago.

“Innovia Films remains absolutely committed to health and safety. We have worked hard to
further improve our safety system to ensure that such an accident does not occur again in
the future and that work will continue.”

Following the hearing, Mr Metcalf said: “I still cry at the drop of a hat. If someone asks what's
happened to me, that's the hardest bit. | wake up in the middle of the night and just can't get

back to sleep once | start thinking about it.

“There's no way | can return to as an electrician, as | struggle to grip with my hands. I'm also
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constantly short of breath and my skin flakes off if | knock my hand. I just wish Innovia had ﬁ [:]D

cut the electricity supply before asking us to do the work.”

Ajobs

C% COMMENT ﬁ.] RSS

Fields marked with * are mandatory

Name *

Email *

You can post comments with maximum 500 characters:

Description *

4 I have read, understood and consent to your Privacy Policy Please click here to

view our privacy policy statement

Submit | Cancel

the official jobs site of b0S)

%) PRINT OC: SHARE

500 Characters Left

Related Articles Recently Added

Most Viewed H Most Commented

1. Jail sentence for fire-risk assessor is a “message” to the profession - In Court
2. Worker hit by falling crates suffered permanent brain damage - In Court

3. Gearbox maker failed to identify lifting hazards - In Court
4. Charge dropped against hotel-fire consultant - In Court

5. Vibration-risk oversight discovered after RIDDOR follow-up - In Court

News

Latest news
Statistics

Policy

SMEs
International News
IOSH News

Products & Services Events

PPE Events diary

Training SHP IOSH Awards

Software I0SH Conference & Exhibition
Measurement devices Safety & Health Expo

Work/plant equipment
Advice & consultancy

About Subscribe now...

Contact Us

Writing for SHP Bmm
lus
Privacy Policy Newsletter
Feedback

http://www.shponline.co.uk/i ncourt-content/ful l/engineers-cl othes-set-alight-by-firebal | 27/07/2011



